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REMARKS 

In the Office Action, dated February 10. 2004, the Examiner statas that 
Claims 1-14 are pending and Ciaims 1-14 are rejected. By the present 
Amendment, Applicant amends the claims. 

In the Office Action, the drawings are objected to for failing to show the 
straps between the iliac rolls and the abdominal pad. and for showing 1he iliac 
rolls with two different reference numbers (#3 and #4). The Applicant 
respectfully disagrees with these objections. 

As shown in Rgure 1 , the iliac rolls (3) extend from the baclc, for ward to 
merge with the straps (4). The iliac rolls (3) and straps (4) are formed together 
without Interruption. Thus, it can be seen that the straps (4) are disposed 
between the iliac rolls (3) and the abdominal pad (7). and that reference 
numbers 3 and 4 are two separate but connected elements. 

The listing of Swedish Patent No. 85058547-3 in the specification is 
objected to for being an improper information Disclosure Statement (IDJ>). The 
Applicant confirms that this patent is Identical to SE 454944 cited in the 
International Search Report, which is a counterpart of U.S. 4.821,739 already 
considered by the Examiner. 

Claim 1 Is objected to for containing a minor typing error. The Examiner 
also has suggested revisions to the claims to improve clarity. The Applicant has 
amended Claims 1 and 14 to correct the error and as the Examiner has 
suggested to improve clarity. No claim amendments have been niade for 
reasons relating to patentability of the claims in view of the cited references. 

In the Office Action, Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102 (b) 
as anticipated by Willner et al. (U.S. 4.821,739). Claim 14 is rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 103(a) as obvious over Willner. The Applicant respectfully cisagrees 
with and traverses these rejections- 
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The most Important features of the Invention is 1) that the orthosis has a 
connection means with lateral iliac rolls to be positioned at the top of th.» pelvis 
bone and straps to be connected to an anterior abdominal pad; and 2) lhat the 
Orthosis has an adjustable lumbar pad which may be set at a predet.irmlned 
distance from a posterior frame to thereby adjust the applied pressure. Ihe rolls 
are not flexible but manufactured of tube-like elements e.g. of aluminum or 
plastic. The location of the iliac rolls at the top of the peMs bone always 
ensures the same location of the orthosis relative to the patient's body. The 
first feature is imponant in order that the orthosis may be placed sin-ply and 
reproducibly in the correct position on a patient's body. The other feature is 
important in order that the lumbar pad may be placed in the correct petition so 
that the shape of the lumbar lordosis is adjusted for maximum pain relief 

Winner discloses a test instrument for testing out a spinal orthcsis or a 
corset. The test instrument has an adjustable back plate or lumbar pad but the 
Instrument lacks iliac rolls artd is simply attached by means of several pairs of 
straps, resulting in that it is difficult to place the instrument in a rep;oducible 

way on the patient's body. 

None of the cited documents disclose the design of connectioi means 
with rigid iliac rolls and straps as is defined in the present invention. 
Furthermore, Willner discloses a test instnjment having several adjustment 
mechanisms which would be awkward to add on an orthosis. Furtheimore. to 
adapt the back plate of the test instrument to an orthosis the protruding screw 
22 must also be eliminated In one way or another at the same time as the 
adjustment capability is maintained. In the present Invention this Is < olved by 
the vertically placed adjustment screw 8, as is defined in Claim 4, 

Since Willner does not disclose the use of iliac rolls as claimed in 
independent Claim 1, the Applicant considers the anticipation reiectlo.. thereto, 
and to the dependent claims, overcome. 

In light of the foregoing response, all the outstanding objac:ions and 
rejections have been overcome. Applicant respectfully submits that this 
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application should now be in better condition for allowance and respBCtfuHy 
requests favorable consideration. 



Respectfully submitted. 




March 25 > 2004 — — — — p- \ ' 
Attorney for Applicant 

Brian W. Hameder 

c/o Ladas & Parry 

224 South Michigan Avenue 

Chicago, Illinois 60604 

(312) 427-1300 

Reg. No. 45613 
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AMENDED CLAIMS 

1 (currently amended) An adjustable spinal brace comprisinc an 
anterior abdominal pad. a posterior frame and lateral iliac rolls, said Ilia,: rolls to 
be positioned at the top of the palvls bone, and the abdominal pad and the 
posterior frame bei«9* beina.»nterconnected by a connection means, wherein the 
connection means comprises said iliac rolls and straps to be connectec to the 
anterior abdominal pad, and the posterior frame has an adjustable lumbar pad 
provided with pressure setting means for setting the distance betweer the 
lumbar pad and the posterior frame, thereby enabling an adjustment o-^ 
gppllnrl ytT"'''""^ ^" applied pressure. 

2. (original) A spinal brace according to claim 1 , wherein th.» lumbar 
pad also is adjustable in height. 

3. (original) A spinal brace according to claim 1 . wherein ths pressure 
setting means comprises a screw jack. 

4. (original) A spinal brace according to claim 3. wherein ths screw 
jack comprises a vertically placed adjusting screw. 

5. (original) A spinal brace according to claim 3. wherein the position 
of the screw of the screw jack Is adjustable in the lateral direction. 

6. (original) A spinal brace according to claim 1 , wherein tKe posterior 
frame comprises two vertical struts, a cranial horizontal support and a caudal 
horizontal support. 
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7. {original) A spinal brace according to claim 6. wherein the .:ranial 
horizontal support and the caudal horizontal supports are adjustable In height. 

8. (original) A splrial brace according to claim 1 , wherein straus are 
provided between the iliac rolls and the abdominal pad. 

9. (original) A spinal brace according to claim 6. wherein stra js are 
provided between the horizontal supports and the abdominal pad. 

1 0. (original) A spinal brace according to claim 8, wherein straps are 
provided between the horizontal supports and the abdominal pad. 

1 1 . (original) A spinal brace according to claim 1 , wherein the anterior 
abdominal pad Is lightweight and concave and adapted to cover the ab-iomen 
substantially from the symphysis to the sternum point, 

1 2. (original) A spinal brace according to claim 6, wherein the anterior 
abdominal pad is lightweight and concave and adapted to cover the abdomen 
substantially from the symphysis to the sternum point. 

1 3. (original) A spinal brace according to claim 8, wherein the anterior 
abdominal pad is lightweight and concave and adapted to cover the atdomen 
substantially from the symphysis to the sternum point. 

1 4. (currently amended) A spinal brace according to claim 1 1 . wherein 
the cranial border of the anterior abdominal pad ahapod aftor conflqured t o 
conform to the shape of the lower ribs. 
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